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configured to apply the liquid product teTa surface to be treated, and a second support 

portion configured to elastically su|fport the first portion, wherein the first portion has a 

different density than the secopfa portion, and 

wherein the absorbant member is compressible. 
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86. (New) The applicator device of claim 75, further comprising a removable" 
closure member for sealably closing the opening. 

^ ^/f. (New) The applicator device of claim 75, wherein the first and second 
portions are integrally formed. 

88. (New) The applicator device of claim J5, wherein at least one of the 
support portion and the application portion hasten pores or cells of a mean size 
ranging from 50 |im to 1 .5 mm. 

89. (New) The applicator devic^of claim 75, wherein the reservoir includes a 
compressible body. 

90. (New) The applicatoi/device of claim 89, wherein the compressible body is 
a deformable tube. 

91 . (New) The applicator device of claim 89, wherein said body includes at 
least one elastically deformable portion. 

92. (New) The applicator device of claim 75, wherein the support portion has a 
greater compressibility than a compressibility of the application portion. 

93. (New) The applicator device of claim 75, wherein the application portion of 
the absorbent/nember is movable between a first position wherein the application 
portion extends out of the reservoir through the opening and a second position, wherein 
the application portion is at least substantially contained in the reservoir. 
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94. (New) The applicator device of claim 75, wherei^ the support portion is 
attached to the application portion. 

95. (New) The applicator device of claim 75, wherein the support portion 
includes at least one block of an elastically deformablp material. 

96. (New) The applicator device of claim ^5, wherein the support portion 
includes a block of foam. 

97. (New) The applicator device of daim 96, wherein the block of foam 
includes one of open cells and semi-open cells. 

98. (New) An applicator device/for a liquid product, the applicator comprising: 
a reservoir for containing the liquid product, the reservoir having an opening; 

a removable closure membe/for sealably closing the opening; 
an applicator member provided in the reservoir, the applicator member including 
a first end portion configured tabe impregnated with the product and a second end 
portion, opposite the first enc/portion, the second end portion including a product 
application surface and being axially moveable between a first position wherein the 
second end portion exter(ds out of the reservoir through the opening, and a second 



/ 



position wherein the second end portion is at least substantially contained in the 



reservoir, the applicator member including at least one block formed of at least one 

an elastically compressible support supporting the applicator member in the 
reservoir, the/support having a compressibility greater than the compressibility of the 
application/member. 
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99. (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein Jthe applicator member 

has a compressibility such that the block becomes compressed during at least one of 

application of product via the product application surface ^nd placement of the 

applicator member in the second position. 

pi ^po^ (New) The applicator device of claim 9^, wherein the support includes an 
element that is distinct from the applicator membep 

|J jp^ (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein said support includes a 
spring. 

fv) (New) The applicator device l\ claim 1 01 , wherein the spring is formed of 

one of plastic and metal. 

103. (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein the support includes at 
least one block of an elastically deWrmable material. 

104. (New) The applicatpr device of claim 103, wherein the support includes a 
block of foam. 

105. (New) The applicator device of claim 104, wherein the block of foam 
includes one of open cells/and semi-open cells. 

106. (New) The^applicator device of claim 103, wherein the at least one block 
of elastically deformalzJle material of the support is secured to the applicator member. 

1 07. (NewVThe applicator device of claim 98, wherein the applicator member is 
attached to the si/pport. 

108. (New) The applicator device of claim 107, wherein the applicator member 
is attached tof the support by one of bonding, welding, and crimping. 
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rJ 1^9. (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein the support has at least 
one portion integral with the applicator member, said aft least one portion being 
configured to have greater compressibility than the Remainder of the applicator member. 

y (X (New) The applicator device of claiirf 98, wherein the difference in 
compressibility between the applicator member/and the support results from the 
presence of an indentation formed on the applicator member on at least part of its 
periphery. 

pj ^\ . (New) The applicator devk*4 of claim 98, wherein the applicator member 
includes at least one passage passinc/through it. 

1^2^(New) The applicator device of claim 111, wherein the passage terminates 
adjacent to the product application surface. 

^ yz, (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein the applicator member 
and the support are arranged' inside a housing provided at least partially inside a neck 
of the reservoir, the housing being configured to be in fluid communication with the 
liquid product in the reservoir. 

P (@; (New) Trie applicator device of claim 113, further comprising a perforated 
element separating the housing from the liquid product in the reservoir. 

sw) The applicator device of claim 1 14, wherein the perforated element 
is configured t6 provide one-way flow towards the product application surface. 

116./ (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein the applicator member is 
formed from a block of one of open-cell foam and semi-open cell foam. 
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f 1 7.. (New) The applicator device of claim 98, whepfein the applicator member 
includes, near the product application surface, one of a rigid foam, a perforated 
element, a woven, a non-woven, a felt, and a mesh. 

118. (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein the removable closure 
member is configured such that sealable closing <sf the opening causes the second end 
portion of the applicator member to move from the first position to the second position. 

119. (New) The applicator device of £laim 98, wherein at least one of the 
support and the applicator member has open pores or cells of a mean size ranging from 
50 jam to 1 .5 mm. 

120. (New) The applicator d^ice of claim 98, wherein the reservoir includes a 
compressible body. 

121 . (New) The applicator device of claim 120, wherein the compressible body 
is a deformable tube. 

122. (New) The applicator device of claim 120, wherein said body includes at 
least one elastically deformable portion. 

1 23. (New) Thef applicator device of claim 98, wherein at least one of the 
applicator member and the support is made of foam. 

1 24. (NewVThe applicator device of claim 98, wherein the applicator member is 
removably mounted in the reservoir. 

1 25. (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein the compressibility of the 
support is acfproximately two to four times greater than the compressibility of the 
applicato/member. 
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1 26. (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein tip reservoir contains 

the product and the product is a cosmetic product. 

— 1 27. (New) The applicator device of claim 98, wherein the reservoir contains 
the product and the product is one of a glue, a correction ilu id, and a stain remover. 

128. (New) A method of applying a cosmetic product, comprising: 

providing the applicator device of claim 98 wijm a cosmetic product in the 
reservoir; 

pressing on the product application surfafce of the applicator member to supply 
the cosmetic product to the applicator memher; and 

placing the product application surface in contact with an area to be treated to 
apply the cosmetic product. 

1 29. (New) An applicator device for a liquid product, the applicator comprising: 

a reservoir for containing the liquid product, the reservoir having an opening; 

a removable closure member for sealably closing the opening; 

an applicator memberprovided in the reservoir, the applicator member including 
a first end portion configured to be impregnated with the product and a second end 
portion, opposite the first/end portion, the second end portion including a product 
application surface ancl being axially moveable between a first position wherein the 
second end portion extends out of the reservoir through the opening, and a second 
position wherein the second end portion is at least substantially contained in the 
reservoir, the applicator member comprising an absorbent material and configured to be 
at least partially compressed; and 
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an elastically compressible support supporting the applicator member in the 
reservoir, the support having a compressibility greater }nan the compressibility of the 
application member, 

wherein the applicator member is configured to release product absorbed by the 
application member in response to compression! of the application member. 

1 30. (New) The applicator device of /claim 1 29, wherein the applicator member 
has a compressibility such that the applicator member becomes compressed during at 
least one of application of product via the product application surface and placement of 
the applicator member in the second position. 

. (New) The applicator device of claim 129, wherein the support includes an 
element that is distinct from the applicator member. 

fj y&2. (New) The applicator device of claim 129, wherein said support includes a 
spring. 

jj (New) The applicator device of claim 132, wherein the spring is formed of 

one of plastic and metal. 

1 34. (New) The/ applicator device of claim 1 29, wherein the support includes at 
least one block of an elastically deformable material. 

1 35. (New/The applicator device of claim 1 34, wherein the support includes a 
block of foam. 

1 36. (hfew) The applicator device of claim 1 35, wherein the block of foam 
includes oneyDf open cells and semi-open cells. 

1 37/ (New) The applicator device of claim 1 34, wherein the at least one block 
of elastically deformable material of the support is secured to the applicator member. 
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138. (New) The applicator device of claim 129, wherein the applicator member 
is attached to the support. 

1 39. (New) The applicator device of claim 1 36, wherein the applicator member 
is attached to the support by one of bonding, welding, and crimping. 

J y#6. (New) The applicator device of claim 129, wherein the support has at least 
one portion integral with the applicator membe/ said at least one portion being 
configured to have greater compressibility than the remainder of the applicator member. 

\J yrf (New) The applicator device k claim 1 29, wherein the difference in 
compressibility between the applicator member and the support results from the 
presence of an indentation formed on ^ne applicator member on at least part of its 
periphery. 

y&. (New) The applicator/device of claim 129, wherein the applicator member 
includes at least one passage passing through it. 

rJ - y&. (New) The applicator device of claim 142, wherein the passage terminates 
adjacent to the product application surface. 

1^4k (New) The applicator device of claim 1 29, wherein the applicator member 
and the support are arranged inside a housing provided at least partially inside a neck 
of the reservoir, the housing being configured to be in fluid communication with the 
liquid product in the reservoir. 

&£s) (NeW) The applicator device of claim 144, further comprising a perforated 
element separating the housing from the liquid product in the reservoir. 

1/F6. £New) The applicator device of claim 145, wherein the perforated element 
is configured to provide one-way flow towards the product application surface. 
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147. (New) The applicator device of claim 12f9, wherein the applicator member 
is formed from a block of one of open-cell foam and semi-open cell foam. 

148. (New) The applicator device of claim 129, wherein the applicator member 
includes, near the product application surface, one of a rigid foam, a perforated 
element, a woven, a non-woven, a felt, and a Aiesh. 

149. (New) The applicator device of claim 129, wherein the removable closure 
member is configured such that sealable closing of the opening causes the second end 
portion of the applicator member to move from the first position to the second position. 

1 50. (New) The applicator device of claim 1 29, wherein at least one of the 

support and the applicator member hp open pores or cells of a mean size ranging from 
50 |j,m to 1,5 mm. 

1 51 . (New) The applicatqf device of claim 1 29, wherein the reservoir includes a 
compressible body. 

1 52. (New) The applicator device of claim 1 51 , wherein the compressible body 
is a deformable tube. 

1 53. (New) The applicator device of claim 1 51 , wherein said body includes at 
least one elastically defo/mable portion. 

1 54. (New) Tjne applicator device of claim 129, wherein at least one of the 
applicator member and the support is made of foam. 

1 55. (New) The applicator device of claim 1 29, wherein the applicator member 
is removably mounted in the reservoir. 
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- 1 56. (New) The applicator device of claim 1 29, ^herein the compressibility of 

the support is approximately two to four times greater tjfian the compressibility of the 

applicator member. 

. — 1 57. (New) The applicator device of claim y29, wherein the reservoir contains 
the product and the product is a cosmetic product) 

- — 1 58. (New) The applicator device of claim 129, wherein the reservoir contains 
the product and the product is one of a glue, a/correction fluid, and a stain remover. 
— 1 59. (New) A method of applying a cosmetic product, comprising: 

providing the applicator device of claim 129 with a cosmetic product in the 
reservoir; 

pressing on the product application surface of the applicator member to supply 
the cosmetic product to the applicator member; and 

placing the product application surface in contact with an area to be treated to 
apply the cosmetic product. 

160. (New) An applicat6r device for a liquid product, the applicator comprising: 
a reservoir for containing the liquid product, the reservoir having an opening; and 
an absorbent member provided in fluid communication with the reservoir, the 
absorbent member comprising at least two portions, a first application portion 
configured to apply the Ijquid product to a surface to be treated, and a second support 
portion configured to elastically support the first portion, 

wherein the first portion has a different density than the second portion, and 
wherein the/absorbent member is configured to release absorbed product upon 
compression of the absorbent member. 
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161. (New) The applicator device of claim 16J0, further comprising a removable 

closure member for sealably closing the opening. 

(New) The applicator device of claim 160, wherein the first and second 

portions are integrally formed. 

^ 163. (New) The applicator device of i\a'\m 160, wherein at least one of the 

support portion and the application portion pas open pores or cells of a mean size 

ranging from 50 ^m to 1 .5 mm. 

1 64. (New) The applicator dev/ce of claim 1 60, wherein the reservoir includes a 
compressible body. 

165. (New) The applicator/Jevice of claim 164, wherein the compressible body 
is a deformable tube. 

1 66. (New) The applicator device of claim 1 64, wherein said body includes at 
least one elastically deformable portion. 

1 67. (New) The applicator device of claim 1 60, wherein the support portion has 
a greater compressibility fnan a compressibility of the application portion. 

1 68. (New) The applicator device of claim 1 60, wherein the application portion 
of the absorbent member is movable between a first position wherein the application 
portion extends outof the reservoir through the opening and a second position, wherein 
the application portion is at least substantially contained in the reservoir. 

169. (New) The applicator device of claim 160, wherein the support portion is 
attached to the application portion. 

170y^New) The applicator device of claim 160, wherein the support portion 
includes at least one block of an elastically deformable material. 

/ 
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171. (New) The applicatqr^vice of claim 1 60, wherein the support portion 
includes a block of foam. 

1 72. (NewfThe applicator device of claim 1 71 , wherein the block of foam 
includes one of open cells and semi-open cells. 
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